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Prediction of u Jupariese “surprise aggressive movement 1 any direcriun” came from Rear
Admiiral Rowal Inversoll, assistant chief of naval operations, o November 2.4, 1941 Lpon
receiving this message on the super seeree DS Newv CETYH cirewif Gsee Tonver right), Admiraf

Husband E. Kivmmel prdled dee Pacific Fleet one of a Newth Pacifie reconnaissance prission.
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HEAuUARTERS HAWAIIAN DEPARTME
FORT SHAFTER, T. H.

MEMORANDUM FOR DEPARTMENT ADJUTANT GENERAL,
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Sewee: Genenal Shocrs papers, Hoover Institntion Archives, Stanford Unbversity, Stantord, California.

hangh (0 i signed "MARSHALL™ this Novewber 27, 194 war wardtng messdge wus
ortginated by Secretury of War flenry Lo Stimson, activg on the orders of President
Roosevelt, 1t divects the Hawaifan LS Army copunander, Licutenant Geveral Walter Short,
ro folfow an official US goventment desive: “The United States desires that Japan coponil

fhie fiest overt act.”

282




A SERIES OF WAR WARNINGS
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TROOFS ANT: TVE OBGA' IZATION oF NAVAL TASK FORCES INDICATES AN
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The 'S Nanv's war warnfiy message of November 27, 194, authored by Rear Admmfraf
Roval Ingersoll frop feft), onitred the crieial orders of President Roasevelt that cafled for
LS midlitary forces 1o let Japan connwit the firse overt act. The omission was corrcted the
next duy.
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DEFENSE COMMAND QUOTE HEGOTIATIONS WITH JAPAN APPEAR TO BE TERI‘BHI.@
TO ALL P'ACTICAL PURFOSFS WITH ONLY THE BAREST POSSIBILITIES THAT
THE JAPANESE GOVERNMENT MTGHT COME BACK AND OFFER TO COHTINUE X
JAPANESE FUTURE ACTION UNPREDTICTABLE BUT HOSTILE ACTION POSSIBLE

AT ANY MOMENT X TF HOSTILITIES CANNOT REPEAT HOT BE AVOIDED THE

UNITED STATES DESIRES THAT JAPAN CO T THE FIRST OVERT ACT X ‘I‘H’IS-:_

POLICY SHOULD NOT REPEAT NOT BE GONSTRUED AS RESTRTICTINOG YOU TO A

COURSE OF ACTION THAT MIGHT JEOPARDIZE YOUR DEFENSE X PRIOR TO

HOSTILE JAPANESE ACTION YOU ARE DTRECTED TO UNDERTAKE SUCH

RECONNATSSANCE AND OTHER MEASURES AS YOU DEEM NECE2SSARY BUT THESE

MEASURES SHOULD BE CARRIED OUT SO AS NOT REPEAT NOT TO ATARM CIVIL

POPULATION OR DISCLOSE TNTENT X REPORT MEASURCS TAKCN X A SEPARATE

TPSEERET,
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Source: Rg 38, Station US papers, MMRB, Archives I1.

On Friday, November 28, 1941, Admiral Harold Stark, the chief of naval operations,

stored the previous day's omission by twice repeating that the United States desired
Japan commit the first overt acl.




HEAD AARTERS HAWAUAN DEPARTMENT
FORT SHAFTER, T. H.

MEMORANDUM FOR DEPARTMENT ADJUTANT GENERAL:
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HEPEAT NOT WEAN THAT ANY TLLEGAL MEABURES ARE ADYEORIZED 8T0F PROTECTIVE NELEURES
gHOULD HE CONFINED T0 TROGE ESSENTIAL TO SECURITY COMMA AVOIDING UNNECHESARY
PUBLICITY AMD ALAEM STOF 1O INSUZR SPEED OF TRANSMIBOION IDSNTICAL TELECERIME
ARE BSING EENT 70 ALL AIR FTATIONS BUT TEIS ROES ROT REPEAT NOT APYEQT TOUR

RESPONSIBILITY UNDER EXISTI®G INSTRGCTICRS

Pt

LT 00L INFASTHY

NGTE: This farm te be asad only {or Radicgrams and Cabisgrams. One capy oniy to be submicted. The making of sa mael
copy of Sscret or Confidantlal Aadiograms Ia farblddan. iy auch axtrecis me ara Ebesiutaly necasary wHl bt sande
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A wecrnnd Wb to propare for sieversive actividies and sabotage 1o Huwaii was issued fo
et Gonerad Waelter Stor by the US Army Adjurant General, Evory Adams, on Fni-

ey, Nowewier 28, P Adaris waried Short et (o precipaie puhiicity or alann,
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